
Questions about the ceremony

Why is there only one ceremony this year?

The majority of HNU commencements over the years have been one ceremony, although there
were some years just prior to the pandemic when the size of the graduating classes
necessitated splitting into two ceremonies - one undergraduate and one graduate. This year we
will be returning to the one ceremony format which is more reflective of the size of the
graduating classes.

What will the flow of the ceremony be and how long should I expect it to last?

After the academic processions - in which faculty and students process into the Corrigan
Courtyard and take their seats, the ceremony will include an invocation, several commencement
addresses, including student speakers, presentation of the founders medal, and then the
awarding of degrees. As is customary, Bachelor of Arts are awarded first, followed by Bachelor
of Science, followed by Masters Degrees and Certificates. After all degrees have been awarded,
the ceremony will end with a closing prayer and the academic recession. You should expect the
ceremony in its entirety to take less than two hours.

Who are the commencement speakers and how are they chosen?

The commencement speakers this year will include Laura Lyndon, Ed.M.,Vice President of
Student Affairs, and two student speakers - one undergraduate and one graduate - who are
currently being selected through an application process. The full list of speakers will be
announced later this month. Non student commencement speakers are recommended by the
Commencement Committee and selected by the university president.

What do the honors designations mean?

Honors at graduation are conferred upon students who complete work for the Bachelor’s degree
with high distinction. These honors are recorded on the student’s transcript. The student must
have completed at least 45 units of credit in graded work on the A-F system taken at HNU.
Graduation honors are based on all undergraduate coursework transferred into HNU and the
work taken at HNU. Summa cum laude indicates a cumulative 3.85 grade point average for all
college work; magna cum laude, a cumulative grade point average of at least 3.7; and cum
laude, a cumulative grade point average of at least 3.5.

If a student’s GPA is just below the threshold for one on these honors, they cannot be “bumped”
up. Honors are listed in the graduation program based on work through Fall 2022 but final
transcripts and diplomas will list honors based on the student’s final GPA.

Will the ceremony be live streamed?



Yes, the ceremony will be live-streamed on You Tube with a link that will be posted on
Facebook.

What happens if there is bad weather on May 13th?

In the event of severe weather, the ceremony would be moved indoors which might limit guest
attendance at the indoor ceremony although overflow locations for streaming would be provided
in other locations across campus.

Questions about guests

Is there a limit on guests/parking

There is no limit on the number of guests you can invite to the ceremony but there is a limit on
the number of passes you will be provided for on campus parking. If you have more guests than
can fit in two cars, you can shuttle guests to campus or park off campus and have guests who
are able to walk up the hill. We will not be allowing oversized vans, party buses or tour buses on
campus.

Can I or my guests arrive via ride share (lyft or uber)?

Yes, guests can be dropped off via Lyft or Uber at a designated location near the front gate.
RideShare drivers will not be permitted to drive around campus.

I have guests with accessibility concerns. How will they be accommodated?

Individuals with DMV issued disabled plates or placards will be able to park in designated
spaces near the upper VCPA lot and we will be allocating a number of additional spots beyond
those that are already available. Golf carts will be provided to transport guests with mobility
needs from parking spaces to the library lawn where the ceremony will take place. If you have a
guest who needs this service but doesn't have a disabled plate or placard they can be dropped
off in the upper VCPA lot and then the car can be parked elsewhere. We will have a number of
accessible seats available at the ceremony as well.

Can I reserve seats for my guests?

There is no advance reservation of seats. If you have a large group, someone who needs more
time to get situated, small children, a stroller, or anything else that might require some
maneuvering, we recommend that you encourage your guests to arrive well in advance of the
ceremony. Guests arriving once the ceremony has started should expect standing room only.

Questions about preparing for commencement



How do I know if I am on the list for commencement?

If you have not received your email from the registrar clearing you to participate in
commencement, please email them at registrar@hnu.edu to follow up. Only those cleared by
the registrar will be on the list of eligible participants.

Is there a commencement rehearsal?

The graduation rehearsal will be virtual and will take place on Wednesday, May 10th. At the
rehearsal we will review all of the details you need including what time to arrive, what you
should and shouldn’t bring, where to line up, how the procession will unfold, how names will be
read, how pictures will be taken and much more. A zoom link will be sent out several weeks
prior to the rehearsal date.

How do I order my cap and gown?

Use the link on the Commencement website to order your cap and gown through Herff Jones.
There is no charge for the cap and gown, but you may be charged shipping if you have it sent to
your home. You can also order announcements and diploma frames through the site for
additional charges. https://hnu.edu/commencement/

What comes with the cap and gown?

Undergraduate students get the cap, gown, a stole, and a tassel. Graduate students get a cap,
gown, hood, and tassel.

Why don’t undergraduate students get hoods?

Per educational tradition, only Masters-level students and above get hooded. Undergraduate
students will have their stoles placed by faculty during the ceremony.

What if I want to order extra cords or stoles?

You can do so through Herff Jones on their website. Any additional cords and stoles are paid for
by the student or club.

What is the difference between graduation and commencement?

You may hear the two words used interchangeably, but there’s a difference
between graduation and commencement! Graduation is the completion of all
degree requirements as recorded on your official transcript. Commencement
is the ceremony that celebrates the completion of a degree. While
encouraged, participation in the commencement ceremonies is not required.
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